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Walton, Alias Jonas Pierce, Alias James H. York, Alias Burley Grove, the Highwayman: Being His Death-Bed
Confession, to the Warden of the Massachusetts State Prison I was born in the town of Lancaster, Worcester
County, and State of Massachusetts, on the 16th of November, 1809. My parents were in indigent circumstances;
and it was my misfortune to lose my mother, by death, when I was three years of age. Shortly a er her death,
my father removed to Clarendon, Vt, and left me in the care of my grand-parent, with whom I resided until their
death. I have never seen my Father since he le  Lancaster for Vermont, and do not know whether he is living or
not. A er the death of my grand-parent, I lived with several di erent persons in Lancaster, and was employed
at farming in summer, and attended school during the winter months. I was naturally hasty in my temper,
active and ambitious, and inclined to have my own way in most respects. At eleven or twelve years of age, I
lived with Capt E. Carter, a blustering and intemperate man: he treated me well when he was sober, but was
fond of being late atthe tavern and usually called me up to let him in when he returned home. Not liking the
place I ran away from Mr Carter s, a er being with him about three years, I went to Chester, Vermont, a dull
place, and a er remaining there a few months, returned to Lancaster again. - On being paid for my services, I
received two counterfeit five dollar bank bills, which was...
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