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are to the central orb. Certain points are assumed in this
hypothesis to explain the distribution of matter in our solar
system. It is assumed that in the throwing off of great masses
from the central disk, immense quantities of minute particles
were also thrown, which continued to revolve, in the same
plane with the large mass, around the center body. By slow
degrees these minute atoms, by the law of gravitation, were
aggregated into the mass nearest to them. These subordinate
aggregations would form with most difficulty nearest the large
central mass, because of the superior attractive force of the
latter, wherefore the interior planets--Mercury, Venus, the
Earth, Mars--are smaller than the two great orbs in the zone
beyond them. These two enormous planets, Jupiter and
Saturn, occupy the space where conditions are most favorable
to subordinate aggregations, but, beyond them, the gravity
of...
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