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CHAPTER VI. SECOND PERIOD OF MANHOOD. Resuming the
thread of Jonsons biography, we may view the decade which
elapsed between 1616 and 1626 as the third main period in his
life. The year 1616 was marked, as I have already said, by the
publication of the first folio of his collected works. It also
witnessed the representation of his comedy The Devil is an Ass,
by the Kings Men at Blackfriars. This play cannot be reckoned
one of J onsons masterpieces; though it counts an excellently
outlined coxcomb, Fitzdottrell, among its dramatis persons,
and perhaps the only interesting female character he ever
drew, in that coxcombs wife. How far it was successful on the
stage at the time of its first representation we do not know. But
there is some reason to suspect that it failed to please; for
Jonson wholly ceased writing...
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