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indexed. Not illustrated. 1882 Excerpt: just outside the altar railings. On each side of these seats is a wall, and on
the top of the wall are six most remarkablelooking ancient wooden chests surmounted with crowns, and upon
these mortuary chests Latin inscriptions. As a boy I longed to have a look inside these chests, but never got a
chance. Since then, some three years back, I had an opportunity of looking into them. I found that they really
did contain human bones, mostly arm and leg bones, and if I recollect rightly no skulls. The bones were very
dusty, but hard, dry and firm, and did not show the least symptoms of decay. These bones are said to be the
remains of kings and princes, but I much question their authenticity. The Dean and Chapter would do well to
allow a competent body of medical men and antiquaries to examine them and give their opinion on the point,
as well as to see to SER. iV. o 194 THE REMAINS OF KTNEGILS AND ETHELWULF. the condition and further
preservation of these relics. I learn from The Antiquities of Winchester thai these remains were collected by
Bishop De Blois, in the twelGh century, and deposited in leaden coHins over the Holy Hole, probably in the same
situation which these chests occupy. When the choir was rebuilt, in the beginning of the sixteenth century, it was
necessary to remove these coHins, which, being inelegant and numerous, Bishop Fox caused six wooden
chests...
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