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The greater functions of history, the discovery of new documents, the revelation of new facts, demand great
scholars. To the achievement of such ends a study like the present one - a study of persons, not an ordered
narration of events - makes no kind of pretension. But history has its bye-paths and its lesser purposes, and one
of the chief tasks of the minor historian is to read the books that no one has leisure for. It is customary to
question the use of writing fresh works when so many have already been written. But we too frequently forget
how many of these books are no books. There are unknown contemporary records, buried either in remote
publications or between the dusty covers of inconceivably tedious tomes, which have to be gone through for
the sake of the solitary paragraph, perhaps the solitary sentence, that may serve the occasion in view. And
there are always the volumes, old and modern, which are compiled, not written, out of which a book might be
evoked. To gather together some such old fragments, to prevent waste of truth, to rescue the few vivid facts
and impressions embedded in ruinous remains - still more, if possible, to throw some light upon the characters
of an age, and thus, indirectly, upon its events - these seem aims not altogether incompatible with usefulness, or
with the modest means at an ordinary chronicler s disposal. And if the following pages, which disclaim any
larger ambition, should succeed in lending vitality to a single personage, a single occurrence of the past, they
will not have been...
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